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‘Ghostly sounds“’and'shé@"f ght’
a day in the life of a village parish church 500 years ago

Churches Conservation Trust
Martin Renshaw
26t November 2020

Barking, Suffolk

Good afternoom. 6 dto thankhe Churches Conservation Trust for imetogjve thisalk.
It is really greatknow thaso many people are interested in medieval chanei@riagdis
today.

Wh a t goingdtartry to disthis: totake you back in tjme500 years agmgome with me to
look aanordinarylay inmEnglistillage churdiuilding We are going seevhat went on
inside itandoutside aratound it Thischurchbuilding s laget on any partiquEcebutits
compositelan and furnishiagsbased every detail on whahaedound duringearly ten
year8researcdhn churchesdl over England and Wales.

| am going toy toshowyau: whowere there 500 yearstagbathey didandvhere wherand
howtheyworked and worshipdednghe course tfatsinglelay

Andl hope to be able to showihaithey were able to do these theegsise thevere helped to
do them by tliesign of the church building and the placing of it§ emthigiis acoustic
desigias well

| 6m going t o t e byusingsome oftheechasadteosithat woufd havehbaen f
in and arouradtypical medieghlrch To make the stongre human, | have given them names.
On the plans, geeharacters are colootled, tagaso thad | hope youwill be able tollow

their movement$he church clock bell will remind us of the time of dasharchtiard and
church plans will show where theagwamistimia relation to the church building, and what it ca
light up.[Martin sang the phrases in italics lsahgywmadieval plainsong.]

Here wed



6 am

The clock bell i n the tower has just solL
darkd any sunlight is just a pale hint in the sky. Harry the sacristan, known to everyone as
Sexton, is already in the church anbdeiAggelus bells from the floor in the west tower.

6am </ ,'

While the Angelus is being p&dilidmthe parispriestsets offyalking lskly from his house
on the edge of the church yaeddéhe chancel dpesayinthe Angelus prayer to himsel

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus teddail Mary, full of grdeeLord is with.you

Harpley, Norfolk




Meanwhi |l e, Harryos s oHegbesspawarowkstaimayni the o
rood loft.He lights a small taper from theamalle which burns all the time below the high
crucifix.

Stairs to rood Idf. Framsden, Suffol

Rood loft & parape Attleborough, Norfolk Rood, Mary&Jan { 4 ¢ SAf 2Qazx {1
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With this, he lights the six floating agicltein the basins of oil which are placed along the frc
parapet of the loft, in front of the statues of Mary abdrdélily. carrying the tabergoes

back down the loft stainaay, lights tweandts on a small altar under the rood platform. Putti
out the taper and locking the lowelofbethirway door, he leaves the church to go home for |
breakfast.
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Rood stais: Stoke by Clare, Suffolk Rood staidoor: Aylmerton, Norfolk

Whil e Harryds son is on the rood Il oft, I
the rood screen doors and goes to the sacristy to set out the mass vestments.

Sacristy: Dennington, Suffolk

) = A
Yol 4 N\
Sacristy
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Will the Parson, as the priest is known by his parish flockyechascat tloor, unlocks it and
enters the chancel. He goes across it to the other side, genuflecting as he passes the sau
hanging in its pyx in front of the high altar.

In the sacristy, Harry helps Will to put on his vestments.
They leave thacristy and pass between the quire stalls to go through the rood screen dool



Morrow mass

Morrow mass altar
Lavabo (piscina)

Morrow mass altar
Lavabo (piscina)
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Altar stone sla: English chalice c1R0 Lavabo withbottle sheles:
Patrishow, Brecon V&A Tong college, Shrops

Then the turn rightowardghesmalbltarundetthenorth sidef theoodloft. Harryplaces the
chalice at the back obtve of themall lavalooit intahewallnear the altar



He opens the shutier
the window tiet just a
little light into this

otherwise dark place

Window to lightnorth altar:
Lydden, Kent

Will stands still for a moment to prepare himself to celebrate the morroseneass of day

Three people who have come to hear mass al
on some | oose benche:
They are dressed warmly, not only because it
cold in the church, but also because they are
go with some of their farm produce to the wee
market in a town four miles away.

Their journey takes them through a wood that
robbers,csthey wish to have the comfort and
protection of h&ag mass before they leave.

Twentyminutes later, tshort, saichass is ended andtélParsarturns to the satyris
Lauds

Quire: Gamlingay, Cambs

South door 3

&

-‘ South door: Patrishow, Brecon i g | }

Harrythe Sextdockgheroodscreen and then dmeseahrough the south porch dbtre
churcHor breakfast

But Will still has work to do. He takes off his mass vestments and puts on a heavy dark b
cloak with a fur collar. Then he goes back through the quire stalls to his seat on the soutt
quire. He sits there for a few moments, faeihgh altar, with his back to thescoseh.
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: e P Quire: Gamlingay, Cambs
The daily office book, which is part of
the corner between the seats to his right. He leans ovesimiadl Bnegigignd then he rises

to open the shutter at the bottom of the nearby window, so he can see the special prayers
by the first light of the rising sun.

Corner stoblke:
Salle, Norfolk

Breviary late C4:
Lucca]taly

A

South side quireeturn stallswith low west windov: Gmlingay, Cambs
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Standing, he sings Deus in adjitomn meum inténdeO God, make hast ¢

AndWill once more starts the daily round of officesceithbinedffice oMatins and Laud
which hehantguickly in a lgWuietsinging voice. Today, thike @ovembean the 1"tyear
of the reign of King Henry Mlhpt &eastay I is just an dinary working day, a feria) mne
theYear of Our Lordnndomini MDX¥20

Twentyfive minutes later, Vigéits up out of his seat, having rested there a shtidnileileg
on his feet for so loAgirningaoundand doking though the rood screen, he skelsatinad
twosilent compangrOneisMargery, an olderdowwomanpopulafor hergood works
around the parishhe other is Alyson, a younger, unmarried -addeededd woman, who was
recently elected as one of the two church wardens. She readsgrayehbookduring the
office. Botleavehe churckilentlywhileWill returrsto the sacristpoon aftethe clockell
chimeagain.

Y D via

| t i s Idthesdtresty, Wdhkckthat everything for the high mass of iheedayHe
lockghe sacristy damdeaves through tiencel doplocking that behind him as avedl
returns to the parsonage

Parsonag: Muchelney, Somerset Parsonage witloratory: Milverton, Somerset
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Oncehomehe takes quick drkofamall ale and sets light to komdkngwoodin the kitchen

stove. Then geestraight upstairs to the oratory O\MLttiporchNh|ch)verlookh|sgarden
to sayhe short office of PrinTédis is much less complicated than the eal gz

office of Mattins and Lautsonsists fspnses and prayers, andpbad@s
which change every day so that he says theslb@spsalms every week

Will knowshegbyheart, and needs to consult his personal smatirByevi:§
for the special colliectoday Thursday before Advent

Will says quietly to himbedfopeninghrasefthis andvery office

Deus edjutorium meum intende P
And twelve minutes laRaimas finished Breviay: late C14.ucca, Italy
Will goeslownstai@ndout of the back door to the privy to relieve. hWosgie cabresk his

overnightfast. Since he haydaung the high mass, dt ea@&rsymeat Warmngup some
shep 0 s omihelstkybedunks piecesf yest er dayds bread i

8am

| (3 2TV - ' s
Assistant pries(Simone Martini 1288.344) Arnold the organ maker is coming to tune the organ

The clockell timeeight timeshileWill iseatingn applandthinknghowhe camanage the
rest of the day. Keskpecting two visitdBneisapriest that Will hopesl help himvithan
increasingorkload Extra pressure on his timeohagspecially from those requesitntg
chantrynasses for the soulsenfrecenthdepartecelatives

Theother person lEexpedhgto see todagthe organ makedeis due to con@check over
andune the organ in good time for ChrissoMdl wonders & assistant priesight also be

nt
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able telay the orga That would sakiaving tbnd & orgarplayein the nearest tovior the
feastlays around Christmas

Just as Will was cleaning his beaker and platter and thinking about g@omeutsde for
firewoodtherd s a k rstoeethoor. Dnessdd mikickoveroat a younghansstading
outside Greeting him by naré]l inviteSrfhomas to come Btooping slightly to step through
the doaway Thomatake®ff his futined hat and revéeds | etonkutes

Thomas had lodged in the friary in the local market town oversigéty $@ppy accept

some of the same milk and bread for his breakfast. While they are talking, Will mentions
father or master Arnold are due to come today to tune the qlirenoagasurprises him by
saying that he knows the Arnold family well.

Terce

Parsonage
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Carviry: Stowlangtoft Suffolk

9 am

The ockbell stikesnine timesoit isthe hour foFerce, the next officdill invitssThomas to
join him in the oratorfterTercenas been saidill ask homat help him at high mass
And vherthey are readyethset off for the chancel door
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9.30am
High Mass

Stobbes
Gospel desk

Lavabo

<
<
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Harrythe Sextomeanwhileetunsto the churdhrough the west doothe tower and wings

the clockGoing to the sacristy, Harry takes two small bottles, with wine and watst in them,
carries them to the lavabo in the sanctuary. Then he takes the mass books from their loc|
thelarge and healtarmas$ook open atscushions on the high altar, and places the epistle &
gospel books their desks

Lavatm: Blockley, Glos Stobke: Dorchester, Oxon

Altar book
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Wooden epistle (or music) dks
Ivinghoe Bucks

Brass eagle gospel des
Tiverton, Devon

Hnally, héights the two candles on thethkagpistisidecandldrst. Harry returis thetower
andstartgo peal for mass by chithiethreemiddle bellsf the fiveowerbells.

Within a few minutes, about a dozen women and a few older men, including one of the ch
wardens, are gathering in their cAtrelr.stand in the church or sit on moveable forms. Evel
has positioned themselves to searantdt is about to take plduwre is a short period of

silence when Harry stops chiming. So as not to disturb the congregation, he leaves by thi
and, passing by the church yard cross, he goes through the chancel doorway and into the

9.30am
High Mass

Gospel desk

Epistle desk

Stone seats
Lavabo (piscina)
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Hepusonasurplicdehal left on one of theire stalland heicks up the high crucifix kept
there and goes to the sacristy door
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Woodcu: Procession to the altar

LBoswortr():ru;:iﬁx mid-C15
Foll owed by Thomas, wearing deaconds Ves
the short distance from the sacristy to the sanctuary. Thomas carries the chalice and plac
shelf in the lavabo on the south side of the sHedtibanytakes his place near the stone seats

to the lavabo, while Harry returns to the quire stalls.

From the step in front of the high altar, Will begins masggs by singin
Dominus vobisciime. L or d dneé Themas amd Hamoyaed€ cum spirituduo
And with your spirit e

Woodcu: High Mass starts

Lavalo. Stanford in the Vale, Berks
Thomadrggghe epistle from the wooden desk near the stonehesdislleanayshe gospel
from the brass eagle on the othet thidaltar
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At this time in the morning, both are glad of the extra light from the three new sanctuary w
because chantimg epistle and gospel had become more complicated. No longer is it just &
of singing them in a fmanotone, but each phrase now needs its special inflexions.

Lighting the sanctuary and the Epistle and Gospel desks

Southwold, east window

Epistle and gospel desks: Redenhall, Norfolk
YHESTY ]

AL
|

Turning to fatke east window, by now not as bright as it had bebafaretadien light was
streamindirectly through theysngthe CreedThis ialsasungvith musial elaboraticine
sounds they magtecting thevay it isvritten dowim theilluminéded mass baakwith
decorateititiallettersand findlourishes

Credo in unum [Beunh beli eve in one God

Then, thetwo priestsixtogethethewine andome dhe watein the chalicppuringhese from
thesmall bottlgdacedext to the chalice on the lavaboBhafhas then poatgtiewater over
Wi | | 6 svhildhe sayger s

Lavabdn innocentia manus meas et circuibo altaré tuuwvill R@siney hands in innocency
and so will I go to your altat, O Lor

Stump of vell bean: Clare, Suffolk
Harrynowunhookghe sanctuary \aatl lets it hanlgwnfrom the veil bearmhe two priests
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now hidden behind the gtilt the canon, the central part of the mass, by resomuaiwity
Dominw®biscum ... Et cum spiritu tuo

Themost sacred part of the coagmues almostompletsilerwe, withwill singing its words
very quietly. Only Thonsasear enoughhaiand respond’homasngsthe smadlanctuary
bells so that Harry ezspond lulling a rope from his place in the quire stalls e danctus
bellhigh upn thepeak of the raatbove him

v Sanctus bell
‘ turret:

Glastonbury,

Somerset

Llanfilo Breca

At the Sanctubge arg¢hree spaced strokes ofeie b
Sanctus, sanctus, sBeas®oméwusHo |l vy, holy, holy, Lord

TheSanctusellaletsthose working at home on their looms or in their kitchens or gardens
further away on their strips in the fietdsethree strokes tell thératthe centrgdartof the
masssiunder way. Then at the those rapidtrokes of the bells at eagbecration

theykneeif they can. hbse in the church, whelb@en waiting attentivehtlicsmoment,

watch fothe elevation of the hostlemdthehalicabovéhe vell

L vidlaa bl By
I e v
"4 R
" Wk
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Ivory pax withCrucifixim: Germany or France, C15
Then Harrgassehlepax andaclothto wipe itthrough the rood scrsethatthe people in their

churcltarkisst and say
Pax tecémReacke with yéu and receive the replycum spiritu tioefore passing it on

10 am

The clock bethimes ten timdglass finishes quicklywvithi e st sd communi on
washing of the chalice and paten in theviailetbarry raiséke vejlandhe finathants

But mass is not yet quite complete. Will goes to the northadiiale @¢hen the north wall
beyond ithere is a small desk with a single page of writing on it.

s W "eRE

Last gospel dés Otteringham, Yorks
Facing this he intones the ©o6rnast Gospeldd
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In principio erat Verbum In the beginning was the Word

et Verbum erat apud Deum and the Word was with God

et Deus erat Verbum and God was the Word

... et Verbum caro factum est € and the Word was |
et habitavit in nobis, and lived with us,

et vidimus gloriam, and we saw the glory,

eius gloriam quasi unigeniti a Patre, His glory of the first child of the Father,
plenum gratiae et Veritatis full of grace and truth.

After uavestingn the sacristiyhe two priestaleHarry to put the mass vestrbaoksito their
pressand to lock the altar books ancé dradipaten in their stebbe

Will and Thomast off for theapsonage. On their way tlieeg sea man tying up his horse at
theeasternhurch yard gate gatb greet him.

It is master Arngltieyoungeorgan makeHehad heard the consiecrdiellsvhile on his way.
Havingspurred his horse anslgrateful faWi | suggestion thatytlsdould all go to the church
housgto have a drinklagfhtale together with the church folk who had been present during th
mass Hs horsevould bequally grateful for a drinkntreewatertroughand aucketfubf oats

from the chur@lstore At the church housenoldiswelcomeldy Roberchurch wardewho
thankhim for his pains in ridindittez=n or samiles from his workshopsll talkswithhisparish
folkand introdesThomas to theamd thethey eturnto theparsonag&oberthe Wardegoes

with master Arnold to the churthdblary ando sort outvhat needs to be dortkg¢organ

Harry $ stilworkingn the sacristyphe opertbe dor to thestaircase which leads to the loft over
thesacristy
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Stairs to sacristy 16f Adderbury, Oxon

Sacristy Loft

Organ Loft

-
All threggoup to see what conditiorbélews and their mechanisms diteeimrgawas last
played n Al | Hal | o w sobtheDranth, altkre it dpeoblénebgddusen r v § s

was finding it hard wirlkkeephe bellowfsill of air

Arnold was not surprisédth winter coming on and harvesting done, there is usually an inve
hungry field mice hoping to make nests and chew the tasty skins on the bellows which are
with some tallefat to make their leather supple. And sure enough, snakbtaegtvisible on
the bellows even when they are lying flat. On raising the bellows and inspecting them car
Arnold finds that there are two small holes in onarakiimench larger hole in the other
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Adderbury, Oxon Glue pot anccow hide hammer and largdneaded nails

Arnoldhad brought withrhaglue poandglue withvarious wideeaded nagad a couple of
square feetftéxiblecowleather He needsoméoiling water in the outer pot @filepotto

re-melt and heat up the,gloda ask Harry to go over to the church house withtthiegao it
upon the fire in the meeting room

11am WI' YSYRAY3 2F (K
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Drawing ¢1950 by Cecil Clutton of the C19 organ and gallery at West Tofts, Norfolk

ltised v e n oMhile Hoycs lawato heat up the gha, Arnoldgoesvith Robeltio the

organ lofirom the sacristy ldfirough a doorway winiatd beemade between the uprigfas
oldwindow Thisvindowhadotherwisbeen blockegbwhen the sacristy had been enlarged anc
its loft built up about fifty years ago
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Keyboard and lever. S. Petronio, Bologna C15

Liftingthe cover over the ké&yspldchecks for any mouse droppings betweeddrssgown

on theorgan benamd playgp and dowthe key® see if amf thensicksdown. One does, so
he grasps it and the key next to it and pulls arepushentd dovamdgrindgawayhe
droppings into powtiefree the keyRobert watches him attentigelyhat he knows what to do
if this happens ag&imoldthenchecks the iron stepergo the right of the keyboard to see if
theyare working properly #mehdeans the area round the ordamakéynd the flodrelow
Robert leaves go to hisome ithe village.

=

Organ bellows 1530s: Church of Saint Savin,

5 Pyrennes, France e Rl
Ledn cathedral, Spain Judgement doorway C14 Forge bellows: Musée Alsacien de Strasbourg

WherHarryreturnsArnoldisbackn thesacristioft. He hasut out three piecddeather amybt
outthe larg@eaded nails whichivalp the glue hdletterinthisdamp weatheHerepairshe
bellowsjuickly, before the glue cools doheleathepatches oviretwo small holes did not
neednyre-inforcement, but the larger piece at the neck of the other jmilmsadids a few
nails in.
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The glue wilowhave to be left to dry, soriHsuggestatArnoldshouldjoback to the church
house to eafheyare brewinthestrongruletide aletheretodayas well as bakisgthereare
varioupeople aroumal share whatever each had brought along for their midday meal.

12 noon
Angelus

o e e

The sun Bhay now got as high adlitnmthe grey skyndhe clockell stikeswelve Then
Harrychimethesecontbwer bell three times and then threafteora paus@&ndhechimes
thefourthbellseven times ahdseconbellthregimesagaid and goes home

Annunciation
Fra Angelico
‘ c14334
In the parsonage oratoryiwbpriessay t he 66 Hai | Mar y

Ave Margratia plenaHail Mary, full of grace .
Theyfollow thiby sayintpe shomffice oBext
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Then at last istime for the midday meal hopotmaddromtheir own pork and garden root
vegetabledleg, hedood womawho cooks for thelnas also brougliersome freshbaked
breadrom the church bdiaise And a aspeciglre Adventreat,to gowithsoménazel and cob

nuts Meghaslsdrought ilobursmalkugary cinnamon cakesch is washed down with some
lightale alsdresh from the church brewse

1pm

O n edoak 6himemnd its now time forrast soWill suggests that Thomas should use a small
truckle bed indtseconduesbedchamber
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After a short nap, Will getgoups omiswooden clogs and goes out
to spené@bait anhourevery dayligging and weeding

-

to the gdmelenhiries
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When Thomas appears after a longhflrasks him to help bring in part of a felled ash tree.
Together they saw spid its wood with a broad t@keng as they work.

2pm
Two o00cl oc k I homastehill abounay hewreglucaadin Ris homewn:

The education of Thomas
The first form

W

TR
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Ranworth Antiphoner
" ' ~ . i =
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Boy’s benches: Walpole St Peter, Norfolk

T

0 1 swheni was g the first form in the qamd learned all the psalms and canticles &
heart When | wdgstordaineds gunior clerkvhan | was seydmoved upardsnto the
frontquirestalls

Learning to play the organ
Being taught at the grammar school

Chester cathedral above west door

| was fourteen whenvwoige changeahdtien sanghe second lineamttenmusiand
learned how to play the orgaid.h at 6 s why | k n wastatughtdie Ar n c
grammar school run by the parish guilds
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College and ordination
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3 t ew College Qxfor Ordination: Woodcut
They gave me an exhibititnoh paifbr me t@o tathelarge countollegevhen | wak3
because | hdusen to beained assenioclerk in holy orddrefore my ordinatiomsé m n o w

looking foa teaching positibat | knoviull wellthat | have start modestly in the priestly life
because |1 dm not from a wealthy family. oo

=t e s -

Irks in taining c145

Will asked’homas hewouldlike tolead theingngat this afteroon 6 s  Yoenake i mose,
solemn with more ne@sHeada@dthat f thechurchvardens and guild aldemmza satisfied
with his worRWill would arrange with thienpay Thomasannuity Perhaps, he thouttey
mightpay the rent of a house for him to live in.

3 pm

T h r eleck ahithésand, th the sualreadpeginning tmove towards tbleug horizonit is
timefor Will and Thom@ssayNonesn the oratory, befaheyprepagforthe lateafternoon
office of Vespershidsdue o staratany time aftbalf past three, when the palkstafoome

in from theifields Whenthe two priests walkcko thesacristto preparéor the officaVill and
Thomas immediately hear sounds from the organ as they go through the chancel door.
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A discreet cough from ¥8lhe passesoss the chane@inglayer and tuner thastimeto
stopfor awhile Robert and ArnaldwithHar r y6s son over to the

cold bonepassinte parish folkho areoming alongthechurch Harry starts to peal for
Vespers on th&€anhd ? bells.

TodayVesperis goingp be sung solemnly iwtide, arclvaulted aratousticaligsonaritady
chapellt had bedpuiltjointlyby thevarious parighildsntoto the south side of therch only
aboutwentyfive years adat about the same timkeasector paidrithe sanctuaty be
extended with its own new winddhes Ladghapel was ggwed and built the latest styte
elaboratmusicatererones especialiprtheMasssand ¥spers of Our Lady it has its own



