
 
 

 

ABC of a medieval church 
 
CONTENTS   

PREFACE 
INTRODUCTION 
ABC OF A MEDIEVAL CHURCH 

A very short glossary 
Outside the church building 

 
A is for Altars 
 Quire stalls 
 The chancel door 
 Seats for mass celebrants 
 Lighting the sanctuary 
 Lavabos 
 Stobbes 
 Easter Sepulchres 
 Squints 
 Tabernacles 
 Pyxes 
 Veils 
 Tiles 
 Retables and mensa slabs 
 Brass and brasses 
NORTH-EAST BUILDINGS: THE SERVICE BLOCK 
WORKING IN THE CHANCEL 

 Collegiality 
 String courses 
THE ACOUSTICS OF CHANCELS 

 Proportions 
 Light 
 The acoustic virtues of wood 
 Acoustic jars 
 Colour 
 Carpets 
 Back to the music 
ORGANS IN THEIR CONTEXT 

A pair of organs 
Organ lofts  
Bellows lofts  
Portatyffs 

 
 
Organ music 
Organ pedals 
Organs and voices 
Large English organs 
Did your church have a medieval organ? 
Size of bellows lofts 
Size of organ lofts 

 
B is for Barriers 
 Basics of a rood screen 
 Present signs 
 Rood loft stairs 
 Rood-stairway windows and doorways 
 Lower access doors – west or east? 
 Screens in quires 
 Pulpitum and quasi-pulpitum lofts 
 Screens in tower spaces 
 Screens in the peoples’ church 
 Destroying your own work 
 Rood celures and additional  

clerestory and other windows 
 Dooms 
 
C is for the Church 
 Building and maintaining 
 How the Church was used 
 A priest in the Church 
 Competence and competition 
 Medieval death 
 Pious graffiti 
 Bosses and corbels 
 Exterior chapels 
 Priests’ and clerks’ housing 
 Guilds  -  halls and plays 
 Church houses 
CONCLUSIONS 

 The future use of chancels 
 The future of organs 
 Opening churches 
 'Festival' and 'Celebration' churches 
 Envoi  


